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Most Reverend William S. Skylstad, D.D.
Bishop of Spokane

July 20, 2006

Dear Brother Bishops,

The Holy Father has declared July 23 to be a day dedicated to prayers and penance for
people of all religious faiths "to implore God for the precious gift of peace." In a brief statement
issued by the Vatican press office on July 20, Pope Benedict XVI urged prayers for "an
immediate cease-fire between the (warring) sides," the establishment of "a humanitarian corridor
in order to bring aid to the suffering people," and the start of "reasonable and responsible
negotiations so as to end the objective situations of injustice existing in that region." See
attached.

I share this information with you in hopes that you will find a way to share it with the
priests and people of your (arch)dioceses. Also, I wanted you to be aware that both the Holy See
and our Conference have spoken out on the current crisis in the Middle East and you can find
those statements on the USCCB website.

Fraternally yours in the Lord,
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Most Reverend William S. Sk#flstad
Bishop of Spokane
President
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