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20- Rehabilitation Works for Salt sisters house

Jordan

GA 279/21

The Latin Parish of Salt

Salt is the first parish (1866) that was established by the Latin Patriarchate in East Jordan. Father 

Moretain arrived in 1869 and built a house for the priest and opened a school. Father Joseph Gatti was 

appointed parish priest of As-Salt parish in 1871. The city, which is about 30 km away from Amman, 

was once considered an important settlement in a strategic position on the trade route between 

the West and the Eastern Desert. Over the centuries Salt underwent the domination of numerous 

civilizations, including Romans, Byzantines and Mamluks. During the Ottoman period Salt had the 

greatest development, as the regional administrative base was established there, became a trading 

city, and was the residence of many wealthy merchants who built their homes by mixing local and 

Western styles. Typically, these towering yellow limestone buildings feature domed roofs, inner 

courtyards, and the typical tall arched windows. When Amman then became the new capital of the 

Emirate of Transjordan, the decline of the city of Salt began, but these houses remain a witness to 

those prosperous times.

Project Description 

The city of Salt nominated for recognition as a 

UNESCO World Heritage Site. Salt is considered 

a site of interest from a religious point of view. The 

city hosts, among others, the Tomb of Job, one 

of the first patriarchal figures in the Bible, and the 

shrine of the prophet Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, 

as well as the tombs of two sons of Jacob: Jad 

and Asher. The Latin Patriarchate Church built in 

1866 is the first Church built in Jordan and is now 

considered a heritage site. The UNESCO along 

with the Municipality of Salt agreed to preserve 

the historical culture of the parish compound and 

requested to demolish any newly constructed 

building. Two floors of the 4-floor-building located 

behind the church was newly constructed to house 

the sisters’ community in the parish. With the new 

agreement with the municipality and UNESCO, 

the Latin Patriarchate was forced to demolish the 

two newly built floors and reallocate the sisters’ 

residence to the second floor of the building (built years ago). 
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Scope of Work 

This project aims to rehabilitate the second floor of the building to house the sisters’ community in the 

parish. The project will include demolition and repartition, civil, mechanical, electrical works to offer a 

suitable living place for the sisters and help them conduct their daily prayer schedules.

Beneficiaries 

The direct and ultimate Beneficiaries of the project are the sisters living in Salt who will have a suitable 

and decent living place to conduct their daily activities and mission of supporting the parish. The 

indirect beneficiary is the Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem that strives to provide the best for its people 

and to allow the continuity of the LPJ biblical mission in serving its communities in the Holy Land.

Cost Estimate

Item DESCRIPTION Cost Estimate IN USD

1 Civil Works 58,015.00

2 Electrical Works 14,857.00

3 Mechanical Works 32,545.00

4 Insulation Works 5,660.00

5 Design, Site supervision fees and management 11,108.00

TOTAL COST ESTIMATE FOR THE PROJECT IN USD 122,185.00
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