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4- Church Brick Roof Waterproofing 
and Rehabilitation, Birzeit

Palestine

GA 263/21

Birzeit City

Birzeit is considered a traditional Christian village, its ruins date back to the Byzantine era and beyond, 

a part of the historically Christian region north of Jerusalem. The simple farming and pastoral lifestyle 

of the people was destroyed after 1948. A massive refugee camp was set up on Church-owned 

property and is now home for almost 10,000 people which is located a few miles from the town. In 

1967, more people were displaced across the country. The Muslim newcomers came to purchase 

land. The demographics of the town began to change as Christians opted to emigrate to the West 

seeking economic opportunities and political and social freedom. The town is noted for its university 

that was founded by the Nasser family, supported by friendly governments who wanted to help provide 

the education necessary for economic survival.

Project Description 

The ancient building of Birzeit Church 

needs to be preserved and maintained 

for future generations. A weather-tight 

roof is basic for the preservation of a 

structure, regardless of its age, size, or 

design. The roof of the church currently 

is not waterproofed which causes water 

leakage to the church and damages to 

the internal ceilings and properties. The 

poor condition of the roof will allow the 

accelerated deterioration of the historic 

building materials (masonry, bricks, wood, 

plaster, paint, etc.) and will cause general 

disintegration of the basic structure on the 

long run.

Scope of Work  

The project will include waterproofing works for the bricks and stone cleaning since there is an internal 

and external water leakage along with stone color change of the Church building. Broken bricks will 

be changed and holes will to be closed, the church ceiling will be fixed, and repainted, in addition, the 

floor under the roof bricks will be waterproofed and cleaned since it is damaged by birds.
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Beneficiaries 

The main and direct Beneficiaries of the 

project are parishioners of Birzeit and Church 

visitors who attend the church to pray and 

celebrate holy masses and liturgical events 

during the year. The indirect beneficiary 

of the project is the Latin Patriarchate of 

Jerusalem that strives to provide the best for 

its parishioners and to allow the continuity 

of the LPJ biblical mission in serving its 

communities in the Holy Land.

Cost Estimate 

The project will include several mechanical, civil, electrical, aluminum, and waterproofing works in a 

total cost estimate of USD 52,147.00.
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