
Synod in the Hebrew Speaking Communities   
 

The Saint James Vicariate of the 
Latin Patriarchate for the Hebrew 
Speaking Catholic Communities started 
the synodal way by first choosing 
the committee. The people who will be 
responsible for the organization of the 
activities are from three of our five 
communities: Jerusalem, Beer Sheva and 
Jaffa. There is one single person, one wife 
and mother and one consecrated person; 
a graduate student, a doctor and a bank 
official; two women and one man. In this 
way, the diversity of our communities is 
well represented. To begin, the first 
question that was addressed was the 
difficult matter of translating the 
materials. Indeed, our communities are 
small, and Hebrew is a minority language 
among Holy Land Catholics; all the 

materials received from the Latin Patriarchate require translation if they are to be available to our 
faithful. The committee thus combined translation of short texts from both the Patriarchate and the 
Vatican site with summaries and adapted materials, in order to facilitate the access to all documents. 
The official synodal prayer as well as the logo, for instance, were produced in Hebrew.  

Regarding the activities, our first one concerns the Synod prayer, “Adsumus”. Cards with the 
prayer translated into Hebrew were distributed in all the communities: in some, the prayer is recited 
every day after or during Mass (after the homily). There was also an occasion for a practical activity 
during the families’ weekend in December. Group discussions were centered on the main topics of 
the Synod (communion, participation and mission): the participants were able to express their point 
of view on the various aspects of their participation in the Church (both local and universal). The 
discussions were then summarized by a member of each group.   

In February, a video clip featuring the Vicar, Fr. Piotr Zelazko, was published on social media 
and sent to the faithful together with a brief information package in Hebrew. In the video, Fr. Piotr 
gave a short explanation and an invitation for all to join in the synodal process. The viewers were 
encouraged to ask questions, express their thoughts, and participate in the various activities.   

More practical issues were also discussed during the priests’ meeting. One of the members of 
the committee explained to the pastors of the communities the main ideas of the Synod and answered 
questions. The priests were encouraged to have lay people plan and organize the activities as much 
as possible. The three main events should be:   

1) The way to Emmaus – Emmaus Nicopolis was chosen as the pilgrimage site. Br. Anton of 
the Beatitudes Community offered access to the ancient church in order to celebrate the Eucharist as 
well as to have a hall for discussion. The topics will be the general topics of the Synod, but the detailed 
questions should be prepared by the parishioners themselves, using suggestions provided by the 
Synod Committee. The activities are planned to be adapted to different ages and tastes: some people 
might prefer to walk from Jerusalem to Emmaus and to talk and pray along the way, while others 
would rather come by bus and have their activities on site. Both groups could meet up there.   

2) Meeting “the other” – we should rely on the creativity of the community members for the 
preparation and the organization of the visit in various Christian parishes outside the Vicariate, with 
the objective of sharing the common experience of being disciples of the Messiah in shared and 
different local reality. It could also be a meeting presided by a religious or a seminarian from a 
developing country, in order to hear about the experience of the Church in these places. Another idea 



might be to organize a meeting with the community of migrants or asylum seekers in order to pray 
together and to listen about their difficulties and beautiful moments as they build their communities 
in Israel.   

3) Service – here again the priests were asked not to impose their own ideas, but to encourage 
the faithful to think creatively of a specific way in which the “Commandment of Love” might be put 
into practice. It might be connected to a visit in a monastery or a school or a retirement home, a 
shelter, an immigrants’ center, etc., run by the Church. The idea would be to do some work or activity 
that is needed there, to meet the members/staff, and also to have an experience of sharing and 
praying together.  

Another aspect is the plan for youth, with some specific activities within the five youth groups 
(according to their age) in the Saint James Vicariate. The proposals are like those for the communities, 
adapted to the age of the participants (it might be for example a meeting with the founders of the 
Kehillot or elderly members of the community, in order to listen to their experience and perhaps 
record it, or some volunteer work that would also involve experiencing a Church reality not yet familiar 
to them). And the youth are also invited to participate in their respective parish activities, so that all 
age groups can be present and heard.  

The Hebrew Speaking communities also take part in other activities proposed by the Latin 
Patriarchate. A translation of the questionnaire was distributed among the faithful; the answers, 
together with the fruit of the various activities and discussions, will be summarized by the Synod 
committee.  
 


